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LETTER  OF  TRANSMITTAL. 


January  4,  1919. 

Hon.  Charles  E.  Patton,  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  Harisburg,  Pa. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  with  the  recommendation 
that  it  be  published  as  a  Bulletin  of  the  Department,  the  following 
list  of  poultrymen  in  the  Commonwealth  who  offer  baby  chicks  and 
hatching  eggs  for  sale  this  year.  A  similar  list  was  published  for 
the  first  time  last  year  and  proved  so  popular  that  it  seems  advisable 
to  make  this  an  annual  Departmental  publication. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  from  three  to  five  millions  of  baby 
chicks  are  bought  in  this  State  every  year  and  it  is  hoped  to  get 
this  business  for  the  Pennsylvania  poultry  raisers  rather,  than  for 
those  outside. 

This  information  has  been  arranged  by  counties  in  order  to  enable 
the  buyers  to  locate  readily  the  poultrymen  nearest  them  who  can 
furnish  the  desired  breeds  or  strains.  Practically  all  the  better 
known  breeds  and  strains  of  poultry  now  are  being  raised  in  Penn- 
sylvania and  there  are  2,258,800  baby  chicks  and  1,737,660  hatch- 
ing eggs  offered  for  sale  by  the  poultry  raisers  included  in  this  list. 

Very  respectfully, 

E.  B.  DORSETT, 
Director,  Bureau  of  Markets. 
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AVOID  LONG  DISTAIVCE  SHIPMENTS  OF  CHICKS  AND  HATCHING  EGGS 

Transportation  facilities  necessarily  will  continue  to  be  overbur- 
dened with  government  shipping  during  the  period  of  demobiliza- 
tion and  occupation.  Because  of  this  congestion  there  are  many 
risks  involved  in  transporting  highly  perishable  commodities  and 
there  is  greater  need  than  ever  for  care  in  the  handling  of  baby 
chicks  and  hatching  eggs. 

In  order  to  lessen  the  demands  on  the  freight  and  express  facili- 
ties, chicks  and  eggs  should  be  shipped  to  near-by  points  by  wagon 
or  automobile,  whenever  practicable.  Many  poultry  raisers  report 
that  they  have  found  Parcel  Post  the  most  satisfactory  method  of 
shipping  during  the  past  year.  It  would  seem  that  the  Parcel  Post 
should  be  particularly  useful  in  those  sections  of  the  State  not  well 
served  by  express  and  freight  service.  However,  the  best  methods 
of  shipping  must  be  decided  by  the  individuals  concerned  who  should 
be  governed  by  the  severity  of  the  weather  and  the  distance  to  be 
traveled. 

The  important  thing  is  for  buyers  to  become  familiar  with  the 
poultry  raisers  in  their  vicinity  who  can  furnish  them  with  the 
breeds  they  desire.  The  following  information  relative  to  the  chicks 
and  eggs  offered  for  sale  in  Pennsylvania  has  been  compiled  by 
counties  for  the  purpose  of  helping  buyers  to  find  what  they  want 
near-by,  in  order  to  eliminate  long  distance  shipments  whenever 
possible. 
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ABBREVIATIONS  .. 

Breeds  ,    ;  •  •  ' 

B.,  Black.      .  „• 

E.,  English.  .  , .  . 

R.  C  Rose  Comb. 

R.  I.,   Rhode  Island.  ■  • 

S.  C,   Single  Comb.  • 

W.,   White. 

Railroads  ■  .  :^ 

B.  &  O.,  Baltimore  &  Ohio. 

B.  &  L.  E.,  Bessemer  &  Lake  Erie. 

B.  ,  R.  &  P.,   Buffalo,  Rochester  &  Pittsburgh. 

C.  of  N.  J.,  Central  Railroad  of  New  Jersey. 

C.  &  P.  A.,  Coudersport  &  Port  Allegheny. 

C.  v.,   Cumberland  Valley. 

D.  &  H.,  .Delaware  &  Hudson. 

D.,  L.  &  W.,  Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western. 

D.  v.,   Delaware  Valley. 

Erie,  Erie. 

L.  S.  &  M.  S.,  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern. 

L.  v.,   Lehigh  Valley. 

M.  &  P.,  Maryland  &  Pennsylvania. 

N.  Y.  C,  New  York  Central. 

N.  Y.  C.  &  St.  L.,  ...New  York,  Chicago  &  St.  Louis. 

N.  C,  Northern  Central. 

Penna.  Pennsylvania. 

P.  &  R.,   Philadelphia  &  Reading. 

P.  &  L.  E.,  Pittsburgh  &  Lake  Erie. 

P.,  S.  &  N.,  Pittsburgh,  Shawmut  &  Northern. 

W.  M.,  Western  Maryland. 

W.  &  N.  B.,  WilHamsport  &  North  Branch. 
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